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Nurturing Young Minds

Glenn Arbour Academy strives to nurture young minds through our enriched
learning environment.

We Can Make a Difference

Glenn Arbour Academy is a private school for students from JK to grade 8, located in Burlington, Ontario. We have attained a well deserved reputation
for academic excellence. Our challenging curriculum is designed to specifically meet the individual needs of each learner.
Our certified enthusiastic teachers at the Academy strive to create highly interactive interesting lessons in which students feel successful.
The Academy ‘s excellent curriculum, small class sizes (capped at 16), close communication with parents and the individual attention the Academy ensures
are the deciding factors parents indicate why Glenn Arbour Academy is the educational choice for their child.
We are pleased to offer in the spring the Canadian Test of Basic Skills which is designed to provide a measure of many of the important skills students
learn at school. Teacher’s knowledge of student abilities is learned through a variety of sources; i.e. daily classroom work, observation, informal tests,
projects, conversations and conferences 2 times a year, extracurricular activities (music concerts, ensemble choir, chess club, intra-mural sports including
skating on our own private outdoor skating rink) class field trips, participating in two major conferences a year. To these important sources of information
the Canadian Test of Basic Skills, administered yearly to Grade 3-8 students, add a valuable perspective of educational achievements by providing objective evidence of achievement.

Our belief is that an exciting challenging curriculum combined
with a supportive nurturing educational environment enhances
the student’s ability to develop the positive attitude “I can do it!”
Glenn Arbour Academy encourages and supports students to
achieve to their fullest potential.

An integral part of the education at Glenn Arbour Academy is
the progress of the consolidation of the necessary life skills to ensure future success in our challenging world.

• Learning to reflect, organize and plan effectively
• Elaborating problem solving strategies
• Strengthening the ability to think critically
• Strengthening individual expression
• Strengthening leadership skills
• Developing excellent research skills
• Excellence in personal and academic growth

Reading

The reading program at Glenn Arbour
Academy focuses on the development
of reading skills, which will encourage
students to become avid readers,
both for knowledge and enjoyment.
In the Primary Grades a very structured, strong phoneticbased program
is presented. Application of reading
strategies to read unfamiliar words
and acquiring automatic recognition
of words is emphasized. Attention is
given to programming to meet the
individual needs of the student.
As students become involved in the
reading of short stories, a description
of the plot, characters and settings
is required.
In the Junior Grades students are
involved in progressively higher more
complex reading selections. Emphasis

Mathematics

The mathematics program at Glenn
Arbour Academy is challenging and
already proven to be successful.
Lessons are presented in a structured
hands on style. Emphasis is placed
on developing a strong foundation
for computational skills and problem
solving strategies.
The concepts and skills presented are
never neglected.

is placed on fluency and expression. An
application of a higher level of thinking
skills, reflecting upon their personal
experiences and previous knowledge
will be required to further their reading
comprehension skills.
In the Senior Grades students have the
opportunities to engage in higher level
independent novel studies, both fiction
and non-fiction.
Answers to reading assignments
involve including specific detail and
information from the text to support
their answers. For completion of
research projects students become
engaged in analyzing higher-level
reference material to support their
results. A list of “selected references”
is a must for each completed inquiry.

Glenn Arbour Academy strives to
nurture young minds through our
enriched learning environment
Our commitment is to foster the
development of:
• Academic excellence
• Confident children
• Life long learners
• Creative analytical thinkers
• Skilled problem solvers

Daily homework sheets reinforce
the skills taught during the day, and
also require the student to apply
previous knowledge and understanding to complete a varied collection of problems. A high level of
accuracy is promoted. Each student
is encouraged to demonstrate
understanding of the steps involved
to arrive at his / her solution.

Every component of the math
program is constantly reinforced.
Frequent assessments are used as
important valuable diagnostic tools to
measure individual progress.

“I can do it”

Science

Visit a classroom at Glenn Arbour
Academy during a science inquiry
and you will observe curious learners
actively participating in investigations
and experiments. Through group
discussions students share their observations, predictions and conclusions.

Observe
Predict
• Discover
•
•

Our “hands on” style of programming
for science, physical science, earth and
space give the students opportunities
to develop a deeper understanding of
the world around them.

Social Studies

Students begin learning about the
world around them through an interactive, engaging, and comprehensive
social studies program in kindergarten
and continue through to grade eight.
Students have an opportunity to work
collaboratively and independently, to
explore aspects of community, culture, history, and geography. Research
skills and oral presentation skills are
developed through social studies. Field
trips, guest speakers, models, and audio
visual presentations, enhance student
learning.

Critical thinking and problem solving techniques are strengthened
through the study of science.

Knowledge and understanding of the world around us
enriches our lives.

Writing

Glenn Arbour Academy students are challenged to think creatively and set the high
standard of his or her personal best for their writing assignments.
A solid foundation of the knowledge and understanding of basic writing skills is
developed through our writing program. Students become confident writers
expressing their ideas and opinions in the written form.
Frequent opportunities are made available to write for a variety of purposes, for
example: poetry, creative stories, formal letters, postcards, and invitations.

The writing process requires the students to draft, review, revise, edit and proof read
their work.
Teachers and peers continually monitor, provide suggestions, instructions and
guidance to help students advance in their writing skills.

Fiction Writing		
• character setting
• plot			
• conflict			
• genres			

Non-Fiction Writing
• narrative
• expository
• persuasive
• research reports

Our exceptional music program

teaches students to develop an understanding and appreciation
of music as an art form. Practical skills will be learned that
last a lifetime.
In the Primary level students enjoy choral singing and
performances using Orff instruments. Music theory will
involve note reading on the treble and bass clefs, following
vocal and recorder scores and identifying elements such as
measures, slurs, time signatures, and various
dynamic symbols.

Interactive White Boards

At Glenn Arbour Academy, we use interactive whiteboards.
Coupled with a computer, the interactive whiteboard allows
students with different learning styles to become more engaged
during a lesson.
Both teachers and students can manipulate the displayed images
simply by intuitive hand gestures on the board’s surface. Students
enjoy writing and moving images on the board, when students enjoy
what they are doing the learning process is greatly accelerated.
The effectiveness of the whiteboard is only limited by the
teacher’s imagination. At Glenn Arbour Academy, our whiteboards
are constantly being used for numerous subjects. In language arts,
students can effectively work together to edit a composition by
simply using the pen tray and the tools to highlight, circle and move
text around the document with ease. In mathematics, graphs and
charts come to life as students can see in real-time the implication
of their equations. Younger students enjoy the manipulatives
previously unavailable (e.g. saving a baby whale trapped in a shallow
pool by adding the correct number of pipes to allow water into the
pool). In science class, students can perform experiments that were
traditionally impossible or even dangerous to do in a classroom.
Students can now assemble substances and compounds at the
molecular level, perform dissections or travel the cosmos with a
few gestures on the whiteboard. During music class, our younger
students enjoy going to the board and tapping on an image of an
instrument to hear what it sounds like or dragging images of the
instruments to their rightful instrument family.
Music theory was traditionally a difficult subject for students
to grasp. With the interactive whiteboard, students can easily
manipulate notes on the board and instantly hear the resulting
scales, chords or passages. These are just a few examples of how our
interactive whiteboard is being used at Glenn Arbour Academy.

Junior and Senior levels will learn how to play keyboards,
flute or guitar. As they advance through the grades music
theory will continue to build and develop. Knowledge of
concept of tones and semitones, formulate major and minor
scales, read intervals within an octave, time values of notes
and rests, and key signatures.
Grade 6 students have the opportunity to complete the
Royal Conservatory of Music’s Preliminary Rudiments
Examination, which is recognized across Canada.

French

The core French program at Glenn Arbour Academy begins in Junior
Kindergarten. The Junior and Senior Kindergarten program emphasizes oral
communication through speaking, singing songs and interactive activities.
In grades 1 to 6 the French program uses the Accelerative Integrated Method
(AIM), which uses kinesthetic interaction to develop strong skills in oral and
written communication using an integrated, drama-based approach. It involves a
balanced approach to French language acquisition and offers many opportunities
for individual and cooperative learning opportunities. Grades 1 to 4 use AIM’s
corresponding program, Histoires en action!. Grades 5 and 6 use AIM’s corresponding program, Jeunesse en action!
In grades 7 and 8, the French program uses a thematic-based approach. Meaningful themes provide the focus for vocabulary, grammar, and verb instruction. The
program balances oral and written communication through a variety of learning
Opportunities, as well students have the opportunity to organize and participate
in a French Cafe.

Music

Practical Application
Outside the classroom, we provide an array of extracurricular musical activities: choirs,
guitar clubs and bands. Our annual Christmas and spring concerts provide an outlet for
our students to showcase their talents. They also share their talents with the community
(by singing at retirement homes and churches).
MIDI equipped keyboards and computers are used as part of the teaching tools. The
students will be able to score their creative works using state of the art music notation
software. Finally, for all their hard work, the students will have the opportunity to
professionally record themselves onto CD using our onsite recording equipment.

Arts

Our arts curriculum is made up of visual and dramatic arts. The visual arts include
drawing, painting, sculpting, design as well as other fine arts components. Visual
arts foster creativity and imagination.
We strive to provide the ability to communicate through visual arts. Dramatic arts
provides students with an opportunity to develop an understanding of themselves
and others. Through drama, students will learn about different people, cultures,
places and times

Athletics

Our physical education program is an integral part of the curriculum.
Students are instructed and challenged to develop effective motor skills,
work co-operatively with others and demonstrate good sportsmanship.

They also will have the opportunity to participate in Varsity teams
competing with other schools. Glenn Arbour offers extra-curricular
athletic activities run by the Athletic Director.

As students demonstrate progress they advance to more complex
movement skills.

Our house leagues were developed to reflect the heritage of the
school. House leagues foster school spirit and team work through
various athletic activities such as intramurals as well as in school
activities such as spirit days.

Activities are age appropriate. Lessons focus on instruction to acquire
co-ordination and control over their movements.

Students are engaged in activities such as basketball, baseball, soccer,
volleyball, tennis, skating and skiing.

House Leagues

Home and School Connection

Through the daily use of agendas, homework assignments, and teacher
emails, a close communication between home and school is established.
When assignments are completed on time, students develop a sense
of responsibility, time management skills and a feeling of pride.
According to research studies, students perform better in school if
their parents are actively involved in their education.
Each student will compile a school portfolio that will track their
development during each class grade. This portfolio will showcase
their work and will be a visual scrapbook of their education.

Computers

Our computer curriculum includes a research component as
well as computer applications.
Learning how to use a computer productively allows for
enhanced learning opportunities.

School Organization
Primary: JK – Grade 3
Junior: Grades 4-6
Senior: Grades 7-8

Before and After School Care

Our enriched technology classes will allow for successful
learning of computer applications and research.

Glenn Arbour Academy opens it’s doors at 7:00 a.m. until 6:00
p.m. Students are encouraged to complete their
homework at this time.

In our ever changing world it is essential for students to have
a solid foundation and understanding of computer technology.

They also have the opportunity to be involved in supervised
outdoor play as well as a variety of indoor activities.

• Keyboard skills
• Computer vocabulary
• Learn to successfully search approved
sites on the internet for specific results
• Write reports
• Design spreadsheets
• Summarize information
• Powerpoint presentations
• Hardware and software

Student Council

The student council is designed for the students to have an active
role and a voice of the workings of the school.
They are involved in such things as local and global fundraising,
like food drives.
They are also involved in planning school events. This council is
open to all age groups and helps foster team work, commitment,
and school spirit.

